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On my trip to Japan last year I received info which led me to believe 
that there are important stiidies which were made by Japanese specialists in 
various scientific fields, including anthropology ooooo.«o«*oooo 

• o*»oo + *ooo 
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Harold J. Coolidge 
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lour resent expression of interest in the utilisation of J apanese information 
^ on areas formerly studied by Japanese scientists ums of great interest to ma. The 
■attar la one of great importance and marrsnta imoediate attention. There exlat mat 
accumulations of data gathered by the Japcneee from lan da in and aromnd the Faoifia 
Banin. Many of thane f India ga exict in inaccessible Journal a or in manuscript or note- 
book form, tinea the end of the mar amah information ban not been advanced by the 
r e n enre h morkem mho ean no longer enter the areaa eon earned, tame data have doubtleee 
boon lost, di s pe rse d, or dentreyed already. Terthor passage of tine eaa only make 
nalmge o para t ion a norm difficult and ooetly. 

In you may be mrt, 1 reoently returned from three years in Japan aa biologist 
In the Solentlfle and faeamimel Sl.leiou, aaflf f*t***» 4 f*« fl am anal 

lendqmartors, Mepreme commander- for the Allied Pomem. Amomg my reaponalbllltlan dar- 
ing thin three year period man the oollectloo, appraisal, and abstracting of many 
Jepaneea scientific paper#. A nummary of thin project mill be found in Report to* 19* 1 

- taionae and Technology in Japan, published in 1949> A fem fieldn more exhaustively 
ecvered, one ‘Of mhiph mill be described later. Thu lateral Renouroes taction gam 
considerable attention to Jepanama documentation in fisheries, agriculture, forentry, 
amd mineral resources. M om ever, the time limits tloms specific requirements of < 

• theme programn Inevitably left many fields untouched and gam only partial eomraga % 
af others. . To ny knomladge the Japanese murk in the aoeial ncleneen did not reoeim 
systematic, eomprehennive examination nor dooumentation. 

The armed nervieen made systematic aocxaeolaticns of published journal noriat 
la 1945-46. •'•ubjeeV matter bearing on military technlqees (ordaamee, chemical mar 
fare, orflerof battle t eta.) mndoubtadly received carefol scrutiny by 02 and levy 
Intelligence. Bomemr, I understand that large quantities of literature mere shipped 
Im bmlk to Vanhingtom and bam not been systematically catalogued nor utilised. ' 

. ■ -V .1 ... ' ■>.;/- _ ■ ■ - /.• . .. ' '■ . ... ... - 

The greatest treasure trove in still moxplored— - the routine, unelanslf led 
Japanese reports of obeermtionn in all parta of tae former Japanese Bap ire. floien- ^ 
tints menVjto all parte of the Faolfio and into Man c h u r ia and southern Asia. IV scans •- 
foallsh indeed Cor our research morkem mad analyst© to attempt the accumulation of 
data already reported by the Japanese In their pubJliahed eorkn or personal manuscripts. 

My vlmmm regarding a praatiaal method of appmaeh might be of in tores V ta yw. 

Let me cite aa sample of documentation, and the procedure used. In late 1949 Jm o r- 
ioan r es ea r ch markers expressed interest in Japanese reeearoh in enyironaental physi- 
ology and clothing requirements. Instead of siting a fem current papers published by 
the Japanese in this field, it mas decided to exhaustively document ell Japanese 
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, todsecatel Md applied, With cnwirsswcntal physiology «**d 

fields. The result «u the publiaatloa la 1950 of lieport *o- 21, Beleoee end X#oh- 
aolegy la Japan, entitled, *i Conepectoe of Japaneee Reeeerch In lairironaentel Physl- 
©logyand Closely Related Fields*. »oat of the wort: was done^Toion tartly by the nost 

Jsneaeee authorities la the field of pkrslolegy. Frofessleaal immr !«■ 
imnwaasT eon tasted key Japcaee® roeearch workers m& pointed out the abysseal world 
K S regarding Japanese work la that field, dwe either to harriers lap©**! ^ «*• 
Japa nese language or by publication ia obscure Journals. The Japeaess scholars were 
e3^S eolrethle p£bUn. They locate, supplanted, -»d 

SSlogro ahlss sad lndleee ea the eubjoet. Iaelwdedi were papers reportia* at^dias oa 
tmiiSmnds of the Faelfie ead the aretle areas of ■eachwria, feUpe m & elathUf 
okM^tloas sa Jepeaeee eoldler la teaatra sad Japineeo pilots over Chine. Mili tary 
ievraala, labor aagaslaee, ead profeasloaal biological publications were ell "*®®ln*A 
aad indexed. The draft was than aarefslly checked lgr ilaei translators, and orgniaed 
la wore oaeble fashion. Inforwatiee was added to glide no^e^eee workers toeny 
wufciisatlon la which a reference had been cited. Bis re sal teat report has glw an dlcsltg 
4a the Jepeaeee research and waeowrages utilisation of the laforwatiaa »y "“*3 
Japewese stvdeate aad research pere c s iw e l . 

The United raker of Jspaaeee librsrlee, both imatitetleaal pad private, 
trwffleally deelnated la 1945. libraries ia Japsa har* suffered . 

postsar period of eooneaie strain. Additional daisy will wean continued loss thro gh 
neglect «ad disinterest, larly action should be tatsn while some of the 
profes sional pereenael ia Japan can still assist la establishing Invaluable contacts 

with eapeblo Japanese eeientiets. 

Logical steps la a eeoprehensiwe progww night iaeladel 

1. peliaeation of ths fields ef is tercet. Frierlty east be gi*wn to flelilS 
DT . mr deanaase Interest has wsaed, with ressCltsnt threats to asowrtlatias^ of 
en pahUshST naaeserlpts, sad rare periodicals. ftis to the ss«wti** k** 1 ** 0 ^ . f 
Sssse technicians sad scientists, a*7 rese«reh rewolts exist only!® J£**JJ* 
priests notes and rasseripts withdraw frun the lsboratorias wpsw their diaael w t l ew. * 

2. Hlalaation of fielda a lr e a dy cowered adequately by BGtf and other agsweioe. 


tag 


V Catalan las and puhllsislag Japan ass lileratsre now la the tasted Stntsn, M 

tltZSSSSm^^i ^ «rt «* iw —u y * *~0 •*«««• ■■ 

4. Locating la Japan all pertinent notee, inawecrlpts, awd publications, enlist 


5 # location of, or preparation of, jonrnal and book lists in ths priority field 


4. Translations sf title# 
wising jowmsl scried, usiag 


sf pertinent srtiolss la the nost pre- 


7 . 


Frepavntisn ef laforwatleaal abstracts, salng Japsneae abstractors. 


t. Cheeking (sssnalag) of oil trwaslaliieas, ref creases, and abstracts 5 ^sspsh 
— pet^ml (the best nan to ergntlS* this phase aay be *r. Oeorge TmsstilTWp 

still snuil nji 1 bp E8^8T, 0047). 

9. f inal bibliographic organisation and publication of naterlal, incl u d i n g lis 
of laforsatlea cssress and rspscitcrloffl. 
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If the hoped for notion shleh you ejtprea— d la wr re cen t o ow w m tl— 

I tod, reaolt* OH -teat bo achieved shlle thc > »a n patlon of Jtyo la otlll la 
off oot. I do not rofor to nay uoe of pro— urc or ooapalel— to reveal information 
aoerten . Such j— apprbaeh mould bo undignified and aLooat oomplotoly frultle— • I 
refer* Instoad to aaij -dotaila concerning per s o nn el aad logistic# ehiah night boart bo 
ace— pll ahod ot on—. Certain typo# of information niii bo found only by poroonal 
son toot of Jmcrl— a oobolaro with thoir Japtee— ofolvtl— ta. Other information, in- 
olndlajd lo— tine isdiTidnala ^nd doe— to nonanntnd>.«;Ltk Jap— e— — tivitl— outalds 
the ham* islands, \na; y hastate undo available thr—ghDiiited ttatoa military H a in a n 
with the Jap— o iL— U 1 nation «a— ar otter ag—aLe a . Both military 


military 


ahoald bo n eed. 


By boat slates in your valuable effort to nee< —pliah this task before tl— lapse 
renders it impossible. If I a— be of any help, pl o aa* > let — know. 


\. 



Urn— rely you re, 

u/ Bait Pletaeh 

Donald J * Pletaeh 

Public Health Idvleer 

Division of International Health * 
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1 I RECOMMENDATION EZH3 F I LE 

Attached are a letter from Mr. Collidge 
bitmaps- to Oen. SUbert and a letter from 
Mr/KLetsch to Mr. Coolidge which may be of use 


□approval 
□action 
I [ comment 

I [ concurrence 


to you In your me ting with Mr. Coolidge. 


It is suggested that 

. « t i 


AT# AO OU I I 

npc attend the meeting aa he baa done sane worse on 


of 


this project, 

G. O. C. 
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